The Edinburgh Bach Society Choir:  Season 2008/2009

Notes for new Applicants

Programme

	Sat 29th November 2008 

Greyfriars Kirk
	Striggio
	Ecce Beatum Lucem

	
	Tallis
	Forty Part Motet

	
	Arvo Part
	Magnificat and Triodion

	
	John Tavener
	The Tyger and Song for Athene

	
	
	

	Sun 8th February 2009

Greyfriars Kirk
	Beethoven
	  9th Symphony

	
	Brahms
	Alto Rhapsody

	
	Brahms
	Song of Destiny

	
	
	

	Sat 9th May 2009

Greyfriars Kirk
	J S Bach
	St John Passion


Auditions. 

Our Musical Director, Neil Mantle, gives a simple audition to new applicants.   You will be asked to sing from a short piece of your own choice (for instance from an oratorio chorus or aria, classical song or folk-song, etc.).  You will also be asked to sing scales to assess the range and the blending quality of your voice, and to undertake simple tests to show reasonable sight-reading ability and a good musical ear.

Rehearsals

The choir rehearses weekly on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 pm at The Edinburgh Academy School, Henderson Row, Stockbridge, EH3 5BL commencing on 2nd September 2008.  Attendance at rehearsals is of paramount importance and members are required to attend all rehearsals except for pressing reasons.  Anyone missing more than 25% rehearsals for a concert must ask the Conductor’s permission to sing in the relevant concert.  It is also expected that members will participate in all concerts.

Concerts

We normally perform three concerts per year. We are accompanied by either Sinfonia (Neil Mantle’s orchestra) or a professional chamber orchestra. Occasionally we perform a predominantly a capella concert.  Our soloists are normally professionals.

Dress

Dress for concerts varies.  It is normally long black dresses (or long skirt and blouse) for women and black dinner jackets for men.  Recent performances of the Bach Passions have been in sombre casual clothes.

Tickets

High ticket sales are crucial to the Society’s financial viability.  Members are encouraged to be actively involved in selling concert tickets, although no minimum ticket sales per person are required.

Subscriptions

Annual subscription rates are currently £100 per annum. For full time students or unemployed the subscription rate is £50. For new members under the age of 26 on 31st May in the year of joining the subscription is £25.  Payment should be made to the Treasurer Kenneth Ritchie - please contact him at your first rehearsal.

Music Scores

Members are expected to obtain copies of all music.  Our Librarian will obtain scores for you at a cost of around £40 to £50 per annum, unless you already have them or wish to purchase them yourself, please note that it is advisable to have the specific edition we use for each work.  If you are successful at audition and then join the choir, please contact our Librarian Miss Margaret Berwick to order what you need - 28 Claremont Rd, Edinburgh EH6 7NH, phone 554 6886.

If you would like any further information please contact

David Russell, Choir Secretary

27 Murrayfield Gardens, Edinburgh EH12 6DG

Tel:  337 5016.

e-mail:  david.mrussell@btopenworld.com

